
SUMMER 2018
NEWSLETTER 

UPDATES 
CONNECT@FELTHAM
Our second hub was launched 
in February with classes starting 
in April.  Every Tuesday there are 
cookery and drama classes for 
adults with intellectual disabilities 
in the Feltham area.  Arts & Crafts 
and Dance & Movement Classes 
continue on Thursdays in the Hounslow hub.  For more 
info, contact tizianam@stjoseph.org.uk

LONDON IRISH CHARITY DAY
St Joseph’s is again 
taking part in the 
Annual Charity Day 
at the London Irish 

Vintage Club in Greenford on Sunday 1st July.  Kennett 
and his team are manning a stall of garden furniture, 
wooden planters (from A Place to Grow) and other arts 
and crafts items all made by our St Joseph’s students.  
Last year we were 
chosen as one of 
their supported 
charities and 
received this amazing 
cheque which Ron, 
our wonderful 
accountant had to sit 
down to hold up!

BISHOP PAUL MCALEENAN’S VISIT
Bishop Paul, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster recently 
visited A Place to Grow on a Saturday morning.  Following 
his visit, he was full of praise: ‘I was very impressed by 
the industriousness of the students, their attention to 
detail, care, consideration and the thought and planning 
they put into all they were doing.  The standard of their 
work was very high.  The method of the Director and her 
helper were instrumental in helping the students apply 
themselves so well.  They are a model of patience and 
desire to help’.

GDPR
You will be only too aware of the four lettered word 
GDPR by now!  Please see the attached letter and let us 
know how you would like to be contacted. With this in 
mind our Activities Brochure took longer to produce but  
is now ready.  If you would like to book a course for the 
2018 academic year, contact adamhippmann@rcdow.
org.uk  We also have a new Gift Aid declaration, available 
to download on our website. 

OUTREACH NEWS
The Outreach team have 
been busy with sacramental 
preparation in the parishes.  
This photo shows Theresa from 
Paddington parish at her First 
Holy Communion in June, 
with Bernadette who gave her 
instruction.

A Symbols of Faith course took place in Fulham.  There 
were Inclusive Masses in Kingsland, Southall and Barnet.  
A ‘Relaxed Mass’ in Cockfosters and a Special Mass in 
Harrow Road parish.  There was a Lourdes reunion of 
our pilgrims with Mass and a bring and share lunch in 
February, here at St Joseph’s.

Our annual St Dominic’s Day 
took place at St Dominic’s 6th 
Form College, Harrow on the 
Hill with activities and Mass 
celebrated by Fr Ambrose 
from Ealing Abbey, in early 
June.  The gospel message 
was ‘Jesus says to you today, 

you are my family’.  The families made paper men and 
women and decorated the altar with them. 

LOURDES 2019
St Joseph’s is already looking ahead to July 2019 when we 
will be taking a group of pilgrims to Lourdes alongside 
the Diocese of Westminster.  Please contact Sue Pratt at  
sue@stjoseph.org.uk for more information.
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AND THE BEAT GOES ON...
St Joseph’s recently celebrated 
the day of love and friendship 
with our Valentine’s Disco, 
followed a month later by our 
annual St Patrick’s Day disco.  
Students got into the spirit of 
the evenings, dressing in red 
or green respectively.  Our 
resident DJelly provided the 
music on the decks as usual 
and the students in Exploring Cookery made sandwiches 
to accompany the pizza and mini muffins.  Decorations 
were made by our students which brightened up the 
rooms. Our students always enjoy these events as it is a 
time to be together, enjoy dancing and have an evening 
out.

ROYAL WEDDING PARTY
The Royal Wedding was 
celebrated by St Joseph’s 
students, their families and 
carers, staff and volunteers 
by a Royal Wedding Disco.  
The happy couple even 
turned up to pose with us 

all!  The students decorated the tables with crowns filled 
with flowers, bunting and photos of Harry and Meghan.  
It was a special evening in the year of St Joseph’s.

KEEP ON WALKING
Again we were blessed 
with hot and sunny 
weather as we took 
off on our annual 
sponsored walk around 
Arnos and Broomfield 
Parks.  We enjoyed a 
lovely summer’s day walk and stopped to take a group 
photo by the pond.  The walk finished at the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church where we were treated to a wonderful 
tea of home-made cakes and sandwiches.  Thank you to 
everyone who made it such a happy occasion.

MIDSUMMER’S DAY FAIR
Our first fair was held 
in the grounds on 
Midsummer’s Day.  We 
had a selection of stalls 
- some selling goods 
made by our students, 
some from our staff and 

volunteers and some from parents from St Joseph’s 
Primary next door.  Hopefully this will become an bi-
annual event, next one to be in Advent.

FROM OUR CENTRE MANAGER

Dear Friends

Welcome to Caritas St Joseph’s 
Summer Newsletter 2018. I cannot 
believe that the year is disappearing 
so fast. So many wonderful events 
have already taken place here at 
Caritas St Joseph’s.

This year has seen us grow as 
a community larger than ever 

before and we celebrate the numerous gifts and talents 
everyone brings to it. 

We have had an eventful year and whilst we will be 
saying goodbye to some we are saying Hello to new 
friends which is always exciting. 

We were guests at the London Irish Vintage Show this 
year and we sold some of our wonderful bespoke pieces 
of furniture and we were helped by Radek, one of our 
volunteers who toiled away in the heat chatting to 
everyone about how he helps to make the pieces on 
sale. Well done Radek!!

Our Place to Grow course was visited by Bishop Paul 
McAleenan, our pastoral bishop and chair of our Board 
and they were as thrilled to receive a visit as he was to 
come!

Our students at the Centre have enjoyed many social 
events including discos and our forthcoming BBQ and 
especially Achievement Day where they will show off 
their gifts and talents in performances for those who 
attended.  The medals will be presented by Bishop Paul 
McAleenan and our students will showcase their talents 
before the ceremony.

We have more incredibly enjoyable evenings coming up 
so be sure to put them in your calendar.  Tickets can now 
be purchased on our website.

Also available to purchase is our range of goods made by 
the Enterprise classes, please log on and have a look!! We 
can kit out your garden with furniture and even make 
bespoke items in wood, ceramics and soap!!

Thank you to all those who have fund-raised for us this 
year including St Gregory’s RC Catholic school and Pinner 
confirmation group. Thanks also to our 10k runners who 
will tirelessly run round the streets of London for us.

All of this work would not be possible without the 
support of all of you through donations and purchases 
and time giving for which we are very grateful.
Have a peaceful and restful summer.             

Gail Williams
Centre Manager



FOCUS ON Caritas  Westminster

3

MEET SIOBHAN

Siobhan has been visiting St Joseph’s for about 8 years as a parent but 3 years ago 
she became more involved as her son became more independent and she felt that 
she could step back from being his carer while he was at the centre, and she started 
volunteering in Paper Recycling, Soap Studio and Computers.  Then in December 
she became a staff member in Exploring Our World and from April, St Joseph’s Cook!

Siobhan says that coming to St Joseph’s gives her ‘a lot of pleasure, fulfilment working 
with the students and it doesn’t feel like a job, more like being with family’

In her spare time she enjoys reading and cooking which her son helps her with.  They 
enjoy making pizzas and salad together which he enjoys doing the chopping for.  

UPDATE FROM CARITAS WESTMINSTER

The Caritas Westminster team continues to work with parishes and other organisations to achieve our mission, 
particularly for Refugee Week, 18th-24th June, when we have been sharing and celebrating the work done around 
London and the South East for refugees. 

In Hackney, we have been helping Our Lady’s Secondary Schools pupils 
become ‘Caritas Ambassadors’.  Development workers Sue Day and Anna 
Gavurin alongside our volunteer coordinator Verity Sykes have worked 
with the school to turn a group of Sixth formers into Caritas Ambassadors. 
One ambassador commented ‘Putting my faith into action through my 
school’s promotion of Marian values and with Caritas (in Core RE sessions) 
has been both rewarding and enlightening for me.’

Social action is not limited to classmates, as demonstrated by St Raphael’s Primary School in Yeading, who held a 
Pentecost party, inviting ‘elderly relatives and neighbours from our local community.’   The party was a great success, 
with the school children having a greater understanding of the significance of Pentecost and the importance of 
reaching out to their neighbours, especially if they may be lonely.   It also gave grandparents and elderly parishioners 
a chance to share their faith with young people, and each other.

In May and June Caritas has held a number of events around the Diocese, most recently a Volunteer Fair and a 
Community Sponsorship evening. The Community Sponsorship event was to support groups who were thinking 
about starting or had started, the process of sponsoring a refugee family. The evening was very well received, and 
will hopefully mean we are able to welcome many more vulnerable families into our communities. 

The Volunteer Fair was a great success too, with 55 attendees and 
13 organisations. As part of the evening we heard from four people 
volunteering in a wide range of roles, who shared their testimonies. 
One of the most striking was a man that had been to a Caritas event on 
befriending last year, and from that evening decided to start volunteering 
to visit elderly isolated people. 

John Coleby
Director, Caritas Westminster

caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk

 
 



OUTREACH DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Inclusive Mass, Sunday 1st July at 10.00am
St Mary’s, East Finchley
Inclusive Mass, Saturday 7th July at 6pm
St Monica’s, Palmers Green

Saturday Clubs, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Continue in Whetstone, Finchley Church End, New 
Southgate and Enfield.
Every Monday, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Church of the Annunciation, Burnt Oak

LOOKING FORWARD 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                I would like to support Caritas St Joseph’s in their work with people with intellectual disabilities:
            
               Name:                                                                                       Tel No:                                                      Email:

               Address:                                                                                                                                                                                      

               Donation Amount:             £10              £25              £50              £100              £200              Other:            
                              If you pay tax, please complete the Gift Aid declaration available on our website, as well 
                              as ticking and dating the box to the right . Our full Terms and Conditions concerning Gift 
                             Aid are available on our website.
                              I     l enclose a cheque payable to ‘St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre’ OR I would like to donate by:

                              Cash                  Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa Debit

               Name on Card:                                                                                     Signature: 

               Card Number:                                                                                    Date:                                     Expiry Date:              /

Postcode:
I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed 
donation and I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax 
and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current 
tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.
Date:                                           Ref: + SJHE

Gift Aid

 DD/MM/YY

  DD/MM/YY
You can also donate online

at www.justgiving.com/sjpc

  

                                                                                                           Every Last Tues of the Month, 7.00 - 9.00pm
St B’s Club, Ealing Abbey
Every Last Sat of the Month, 11.00 - 1.00pm
St Erconwald’s Parish Hall, Wembley
Every First Sat of the Month, 1.00 - 3.00pm
Our Lady & St Joseph Church Hall Kingsland
Every First Sat of the Month, 2.00 - 4.00pm
St Peter in Chains RC School Hall, Stroud Green

Contact Sue Pratt on sue@stjoseph.org.uk 

FRENCH STYLE BBQ
The revolution 
starts in Hendon!  
Saturday 14th July 
is traditionally Bastille 
Day in France, so we 
decided to raise a 
glass or two to our 
French neighbours by 
having our annual BBQ 
from 12.30 - 4.00pm.  
Come and enjoy the 
St Joseph’s orchard 

with French food, music and wine.  We will also have 
a number of stalls in the grounds.  Dress up in stripey 
t-shirts, berets and if you can find any, a string of onions 
on the back of your bike.  Tickets are £10, Carers £5, 
special price for children - available from the reception.

LONDON 10K RUN
We have 7 wonderful runners taking part in the London 
10K Run on Sunday 15th July.  The route will take 
them pass the Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar Square 
and along part of the Thames.  Do support their efforts 
by visiting: www.justgiving.com/sjpc  If you would like 
to cheer them on, on the day contact either thushari@
stjoseph.org.uk or maggie@stjoseph.org.uk to join the 
cheering party!

ACHIEVEMENT DAY
The end of term approaches which also means a day 
of celebration of our students.  Achievement Day is on 
Friday 20th July when various classes will be performing 
in the marquee.  Medals and certificates are to be 
presented to our students by Bishop Paul McAleenan.  
If you are coming with a student, please let reception@
stjoseph.org.uk know.

For more info, please contact Thushari on thushari@stjoseph.org.uk


